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What a wonderful start to the new school year.  It is lovely to once again see those of you who are returning from the 

summer break and to welcome our new families to Catshill First School and Nursery.  As well as our new starters in 

Reception and Nursery, we have been pleased to admit 3 new pupils in other classes.  I wish all of our children, 

families and staff a successful and happy 2019-20. 

Mrs Thompson-Yates has started her maternity leave and we wish her all the best.  I am please to introduce new 

members of staff:  Miss Emma Tomkins (Reception teacher), Mrs Sarah Westby (Year One teacher) and Miss Florence 

Pugh (Nursery Apprentice).  Mrs Katie Coleby will be joining the Leadership team as Acting Assistant Head and Early 

Years Leader. 

 

Milk Children in Nursery and Reception are eligible for 
free milk every day.  Children in Y1, 2, 3 and 4 may 
have a carton of milk at playtime at a cost of 23p (this 
is free of charge for those entitled to free school 
meals, not Universal free school meals).  If you wish 
your child to have milk you must register them with 
Cool Milk, regardless of whether you pay or not.  
Further information can be found on our website or 
from the school office. 
 
 
Lunch Children in Reception, Y1 and 2 are given a free 
lunch every day through the Universal Free School 
Meals Scheme.  Children in Y3 and 4 must either pay 
for the meals (£2.30 per day) or apply for Free School 
Meals.  Please ask in the office if you are unsure if your 
child needs to pay.  Money must be sent into school at 
the beginning of the week (Monday) in a named 
envelope with the days that you wish your child to 
have dinners.  Any child may bring in a packed lunch 
instead if they wish.  Please see over page for ideas for 
lunches and snacks. 
 

Summer Challenges We will be looking at any work done by children for the summer challenges on Monday (9th 
Sept).  Please encourage your child to bring in anything they have made or done for this.  If there’s anything to 
email in, please send it to homelearning@catshillfirst.worcs.sch.uk 
 
Curriculum Newsletters All children will bring home a curriculum newsletter within the next fortnight.  There will 
also be some home learning ideas.  Please encourage your child to take part as we feel that it enhances their 
learning at school and ensures they are ‘Locking in the Learning’ at home. 
 
Reading Thank you for supporting us with home reading opportunities for your child.  We ask that all children read 
regularly at home (5 times per week) for about 10-15 minutes.   

Tyres and Climbing Wall The tyres and climbing wall 
are not supervised before and after school.  Any child 
using them does so at their own risk.  We ask that they 
are NOT used when the weather is wet or icy as this is 
a rule we enforce in school.  The Trim Trail is only to be 
used during school hours under the supervision of 
teaching staff and is locked outside of these hours. 
 
Parking Please do not use the staff carpark.  Could we 
also remind parents to drive carefully around The Dock 
(medical centre) especially when there are many 
pedestrians at the beginning and end of the school day. 
 
Smoking There is no smoking permitted (including e-
cigarettes) on the whole of our school site.  Please 
avoid smoking around the entrance gates. 
 
Dogs Could we please remind you that dogs are NOT 
allowed on the school premises.  If you do have to bring 
dogs to school at the beginning or end of the day, 
please ensure they are tied to the fence well away from 
the gates.  We are aware that many children can be 
frightened of dogs and especially when they are 
barking. 
 

With best wishes 

Mrs Georgia Plant – Head of School 
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Coming Home Tonight:   Forest School Letters – Years 1 & 3; Blackwell Adventure Paperwork – 
Year 3 & 4 children attending trip only 
 
Upcoming Diary Dates: Friday 13th September 2:45pm Blackwell Parents Meeting  
 
  

Healthy Snack and Lunch At playtime, we ask that children have  
a healthy snack and remind you that we are a nut free school.   
 
Instead of children bringing in crisps and chocolate for snacks at playtime, we would 
like to see these items replaced by a healthier option. Some ideas would be carrot 
sticks, fruit/cheese strings, yoghurt tubes, boxes of raisins or maybe breadsticks. All 
KS1 children are given a free piece of fruit each day and if we have any spares, we give 
these to the KS2 children.   
 
We encourage you to think about not only healthy choices at snack time, but also 
what healthy foods can go into lunchboxes.   Perhaps you could talk to your children 
about what they might like to eat at lunchtime to avoid the chocolate and crisps 
options every day.  For example, wraps, rice cakes with cheese or ham, sandwiches, 
cucumber and pepper strips, yoghurt or maybe jelly pots with fruit in. These foods, 
along with plenty of water, will help your child to stay alert and focused during the 
afternoon.  The NHS Change 4 Life website has some great ideas for healthy snacks 
and lunchbox ideas and can be found at 
https://www.nhs.uk/change4life/recipes/healthier-lunchboxes 
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